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SIBJSCT:    "Tlie  New  Floor  Finishes".     Information  from  the  Office  of  Experiment  Star- 
tions,  U.S.D.A.    Free  pulilication  availahle:     "Selection,  Installation,  Finish  and 
iaintenance  of  TJood  Floors  for  Dv/ellings,"  No.  489. 

— ooOoo — 

You  may  te  too  young  to  remember  what  wood  floors  used  to  mean  to  women.  But 
aot  so  many  years  a.go  keeping  the  home  floors  looking  nice  v/as  a  hack- breaking  joh 
for  the  housewife,  usually  done  on  the  hands  and  Imees  "by  scruhhing  and  scouring, 
Ihe  worst  of  it  waa  that  all  the  scruDhing  and  scouring,  (and  all  the  hot  water  and 
strong  soap  and  scouring  pov/der)  was  hard  on  the  floor  as  v/ell  as  the  housexvife. 

But  little  by  little  scientists  atid  manufacturers  have  developed  treatments 
for  floors  that  save  both  the  v;ood  and  the  housevrife.     Today  paint,  varnish,  shellac, 
Lacquer,  wax  and  oil  arc  all  used  to  preserve  and  beautify  wood  floors.    You  have 
70ur  choice  of  many  new  floor  preparations  nov;;  on  sale.     Some  of  these  are  good  and 
3onc  arc  poor.     So  today  wood  floors  in  the  home  mean  another  sort  of  job  for  women 
—the  .jo"b  of  learning  which  preparations  aro  good  buys  and  hov;  best  to  use  them. 

So  women  arc  asking  for  facts  about  the  new  floor  finishes.    They  ask  whether 
sucn-and-such  a  liquid  wax  is  as  easy  to  put  on  and  wears  as  v;cll  as  the  advertise- 
iBcrits  say.    They  o.sk  which  kind  of  finish  is  good  for  the  floor,  which  kind  is  easy 
to  repair.    They  wont  to  know  hov/  varnish  rnd  shellac  and  paint  compare  with  oil  or 

To  answer  such  questions,  the  Rhode  Island  Experiment  Station  has  been  making 
^  study  of  the  floor  finishes  in  general  hone  use  today.  Here  are  some  helpful  sug- 
gestions aWt  these  finishes  from  Kiodc  Islrnd  workers. 

Floor  finishes  on  sale  toda;/-  arc  of  tv;o  kinds.    One  kind  malies  a  film  over 
-  suriacc  of  the  v/ood  to  protect  and  bcrutify  it.    The  other  kind  penetr.atcs  the 
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wood,  fills  up  the  pores,  and  also  gives  a  sheen  to  the  siarface.    Paint,  shellac, 
lacquer  and  varnish  all  "belong  to  the  film- forming  group.    The  oils,  waxes,  and  so  on 
belong  to  the  penetrating- seal  group. 

How  do  these  finishes  compare?    Paint,  shellac,  lacquer  and  varnish  make  good- 
looking'  finishes  hut  the  film  they  form  over  the  v/ood  shows  scratches  and  wears  off, 
especially  on  floors  that  tal:c  a  good  deal  of  wear.     Some  of  these  preparations 
scratch  loss  than  others,  hut  all  scratch  to  some  degree.    Also  they're  hard  to  re- 
pair without  showing  the  patch.     If  you  have  a  ivorn  spot  in  a  doorway,  for  example, 
you'll  find  difficulty  in  applying  varnish  to  this  one  place  and  malting  it  look  like 
the  rest  of  the  floor. 

As  for  the  other  kind  of  finishes  —  the  kind  that  penetrate  the  wood,  most 
of  them  are  mixtures  of  varnish  gum,  China  wood  oil,  and  other  ingredients  that  sink 
into  wood  easily,    A  floor  finished  with  a  penetrating- seal  preparation  will  wear 
well  in  the  home  "because  it  doesn't  scratch  easily  and  you  can  patch  it  v/ithout  leav- 
ing a  spot.    It  may  cost  slightly  more  or  talie  more  time  to  finish,  but  it  will 
usually  give  longer  service.    On  top  of  the  penetrating  seal,  you  use  liquid  wax  which 
protects  the  finish,  gives  it  gloss,  and  is  easy  to  keep  clean. 

And  that  brings  up  questions  a"bout  floor  wax. 

A  few  years  ago  waxing  a  floor  was  a  long  hard  .job.    The  only  floor  wax  you 
could  buy  was  solid  and  had  to  be  rubbed  and  polished  for  dear  life.    Large  floors 
required  a  machine-polisher.    Some  housewives  went  so  far  as  to  go  over  the  floor 
^ith  a  hot  flatiron  to  melt  the  wax.    These  highly  polished  waxed  floors  were  danger- 
ous.  They  caused  many  a  serious  fall. 

The  ncv/  liquid  waxes  arc  better  in  many  ways,    Tlicy're  safer  because  they're 
^•jt  so  slippery.    They're  ea.sy  and  quick  to  applj'-  and  need  no  rubbing  or  polishing, 
caii  wax  a  large  floor  in  just  a  few  minutes  with  a  good  water-emulsion  wax.  The 

■Les  m  a  fev/  minutes  and  shines  as  it  dries.     Good  liquid  wax  makes  a  finish 
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that  is  easy  to  clean,  too.  All  the  floor  usually  needs  is  dusting  with  a  dry  mop  or 
brush,  "but  you  can  also  clean  it  with  a  damp  cloth--- if_  you've  used  a  good  wax. 

Unfortimately ,  not  all  liquid  waxes  are  good.    Many  of  them  shov/  v/ater  spots 
or  disappear  entirely  if  you  run  a  damp  mop  over  them.    In  fact,  the  Ehode  Island 
i/orkcrs  say:    "No  other  household  product  lends  itself  for  unfair  trade  practices 
fnorc  perfectly  than  water-emulsion  wax.    A  little  pnraffin  combined  with  a  quart  of 
dirty  soapsuds  migiit  easily  look  as  well  as  a  superior  product  and  sell  for  the  same 
price."    But  it  v/orld  "be  worthless  as  a  floor  finish  and  the  large  amount  of  soap  in 
it  iTOuld  make  the  floor  dangerously  slippery. 

You  sec,  liquid  v;atcr-waxcs  arc  mixtures  of  water  and  wax  and  soap.     G-ood  pre- 
parations contain  a  largo  amount  of  carnauba  wax — the  wax  that  will  emulsify  with 
natcr  and  a  little  sotip.  The  amount  of  wax  in  the  mixture  decides  whether  it  is  a 
good  or  poor  buy. 

Here's  how  you  can  test  liquid  wax  yourself.    Pour  a  half  teaspoon  of  it  in  a 
flat  shallow  tin  container  like  the  top  of  an  aspirin  "box.    Let  the  wax  flow  out  level 
and  then  let  it  dry  at  room  temperature  24  hours  just  as  it  would  on  the  floor.  At 
the  eud  of  that  time  it  will  he  transparent,  hard,  smooth  and  the  gold  color  of  car- 
aautawax,  if_  it  is  a  good  preparation.    ITot  a  crack  will  show  anyivhore  on  the  sur- 
face.   But  if  you  find  that  it  shrinks  and  shows  cracks  in  drying,  you'll  laiow  it's 
p.  poor  mixture,    How  try  rubbing  a  moist  finger  over  it.     If  the  wax  remains  smooth, 
-^-'s  all  right.    But  if  it  brcalis  into  a  soft,  sticl^y  mass,  it  contains  too  much  soap 
^0  to  good  for  yom-  floors. 

Ihat's  all  the  news  about  floor  finishes  today.    On  onother  day  I'll  tell  you 
'    ^'^'^  Hhodo  Island  workers  suggest  about  finishing  new  and  old  floors. 


